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Nate loves the competitive side of chess. 
“I think of the game as a battle and I am in 
charge of placing my troops where I want 
them to go. Chess is my mind sport!”

At The Dalton School in Manhattan, where 
Nate goes to school, students have no  
SUREOHP�¿QGLQJ�D�FKHVV�SDUWQHU��³&KHVV�LV�
part of the K-2 curriculum, so it’s pretty cool 
that the entire school knows how to play,” 
Nate said. The school is a national  
powerhouse, winning more than two dozen 
U.S. championships. Nate, a rising eighth 
grader, is an important part of the team.

Nate Shuman
New York, New York

“I’M IN CHARGE OF 
THE TROOPS!”

Celebrating Chess Life Kids 
from across the country.

Nate at the 2015 New York State 
Scholastic Championships. He finished 
third in the junior high section even 
though he was then only in the 3rd grade!
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Above: Nate loves tennis. He got to attend the 2018 
U.S. Open Tennis Championship. Below: Nate with 
World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen in 2016 at 
a private showing of the film the Queen of Katwe. 
Left: Nate and his sister Ana with another “Magnus,” 
their great Dane. The family also has three more 
dogs—a dachshund, a French bulldog, and a  
chihuahua. They also have two cats and four birds. 
“We have a pretty busy household!”
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